[image: image1.jpg]Colorado International School





Colorado International School

4100 E. Iliff Avenue

Denver, CO  80222

Tel.:  (303) 282-6666

Fax:  (303) 759-5035

Email:  info@coloradointernationalschool.org
www.coloradointernationalschool.org
MISSION STATEMENT

Colorado International School (CoIS) is an independent school that provides the highest-quality international education in a language immersion environment to prepare its students for lifelong learning and future educational success.

HISTORY

Colorado International School (CoIS), a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt Colorado nonprofit corporation, was founded in February 2005 during the U.S. “Year of Languages” by parents, educators and community organizations whose objective was to establish an American international school for early childhood (preK) through middle school (8th grade) children.  CoIS opened its doors on August 15, 2005 with approximately 40 students in three main language streams:  Spanish, Mandarin and French.  All CoIS programs combine total immersion education at the pre-K and Kindergarten levels (in a fully licensed preschool) with a dual language elementary and middle school curriculum based on international and Colorado standards.  CoIS also offers German, Farsi, Japanese, Italian, Arabic and Russian in its middle school and in its enrichment programs.  In 2007-2008 CoIS served over 180 full- and part-time students in its day school, enrichment and camp programs.

CoIS’ facility at 4100 E. Iliff Avenue in southeast Denver provides indoor and outdoor learning spaces that support the School’s academics, arts, athletics and achievement.  CoIS partners with nearby schools, community centers, public libraries and local businesses.

CoIS’ staff members are native speakers and qualified, experienced teachers who come from the United States, China, Peru, Colombia, Germany and Senegal.  Support staff includes a bus driver, maintenance, business and front office assistance. 

CURRENT PARTNERSHIPS

Among CoIS’s current partnerships are:

· Denver Chinese School

· Pennies for Peace of the Central Asia Institute

· Consul General of Peru in Denver

· Honorary Consul of Costa Rica in Denver

· Honorary Consul of Germany in Denver

· Alliance Française de Denver

· Colorado-Italian American Organization (CIAO)

· Alliance for Choice in Education (CoIS is a qualified school for scholarships)  

· Global Denver

· Plant It 2020

· Denver’s Preschool Program (CoIS is a qualified provider)

CoIS partners with public and private schools in the area to support world language instruction in the broader Denver community.  CoIS also supports Spanish and other language services provided by the Rocky Mountain unit of the Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic.

CURRICULUM

CoIS offers an interdisciplinary, integrated curriculum that implements curricular elements from programs such as the International Baccalaureate curriculum in Spanish, French, Mandarin and English in the primary years (IBPYP) and the middle years (IBMYP).  As of April 2008, CoIS is a candidate school in the IB World School network, pursuing full authorization from the International Baccalaureate Organization  to implement the IBPYP.  IB World Schools share a common philosophy—a commitment to high quality, challenging, international education that Colorado International School believes is important for its students.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

CoIS staff members are trained in IBPYP and in their professional areas of age-appropriate education and world languages. A defined program of professional development continues each year.  CoIS staff members follow all licensing and training requirements required in Colorado.

FUNDING

CoIS is currently funded by tuition and private sources.  CoIS is actively pursuing grants and other funding possibilities.  Funding from foundations, individuals and organizations will be essential to reach the School’s objectives. In addition to general purpose funding, CoIS is focusing on specific grants for programmatic support (ECE and language streams), library, field trips/cultural activities and scholarships.

CoIS NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY 

The Colorado International School (the “School”) has a nondiscriminatory policy as to race, color, sex, religion, national or ethnic origin, and sexual orientation with respect to all of its activities: admissions, scholarship and loan programs, employment of school faculty and administrative staff and all other activities.  To administer this policy, the School admits students of any race, color, sex, religion, national or ethnic origin, and sexual orientation to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the School.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, and national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, scholarship or loan programs, and athletic or other school-administered programs.

