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August 3, 2011
Dear parents and friends of Colorado International School:


Thanks to your continued and invaluable support of our school and mission, we are welcoming you to our seventh year of international education in Colorado.  The staff looks forward to starting this year with you at our Orientation Day on Thursday, August 18. 


I am especially pleased to be at the school again as we enter our seventh year! For those of you who are new to our community, I’m a Colorado native and have a B.A. in English from the University of Colorado and a J.D. from the University of Michigan. I have worked as a teacher, a lawyer, executive director of a nonprofit, and a technical writer and editor. My daughter attended an immersion language school, and seeing the value of that kind of education has made me a strong believer in what we do here Colorado International School. 


Our teaching staff continues to provide a superior academic education to our students. Please join me in welcoming back veteran CoIS teachers Ms. Yoly (Spanish), Ms. Jie (Mandarin), Ms. Lu (Mandarin), Ms. Anne (German), Mr. Alex (P.E.) and our English staff (Ms. Lindsay, Mr. Masha, Ms. Stephanie, and Ms. Lisa).  Please join me in welcoming our new CoIS teachers:  Mr. Jun (Mandarin), Ms. Claudia (German), and Ms. Mariam (French), as well as teacher trainee Ms. Denisse (Spanish). We are delighted to have these wonderful teachers, with their range of backgrounds and expertise, this school year. 

Please note that the Kindergarten operating hours will be from 8:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. this year.  We would also like to highlight changes in our Enrichment Program. A survey is enclosed with this Orientation Packet for your convenience in planning the coming school year.


We have made many facility changes over the summer to accommodate our fourth preschool classroom and increased enrollment in the K-8th grades. Please also join me in welcoming our new families to the CoIS community. 

Finally, we would like to be sure that each CoIS family with a 4-year-old student is aware that Denver County residents are eligible for the Denver Preschool Program, which provides financial support for tuition for a student in preschool year prior to kindergarten. 


During the 2011-12 school year, we will again go through the Qualistar rating process with Denver Preschool Program. We intend to keep the distinction of being the highest-rated international immersion preschool program in the Rocky Mountain region. In addition, we will experience our first site visit from the International Baccalaureate Organization, which will put us a significant step further toward becoming authorized as an IBPYP school. We are strongly committed to these processes, and we need the support of the entire community for successful recognition of the excellent standards of education we provide your children.


Thank you for your continued support. I look forward to seeing you all at our Orientation Thursday morning! 
Sincerely,

Peggy Malchow Sass

Head of School

