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Colorado International School

4100 E. Iliff Avenue

Denver, CO  80222

Tel.:  (303) 282-6666

Fax:  (303) 759-5035

Email:  frontoffice@coloradointernationalschool.org
www.coloradointernationalschool.org
Educational Goals and Objectives of Trip to China
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The overall objectives is for students to explore five thousand years of rich history and culture have yielded a heritage of arts, crafts and literary traditions, architectural wonders, archeological treasures, a myriad of regional cuisines, martial arts, medicine and healing secrets seldom seen by the outside world. They will also be seeing the modern life in China, including economic, political, education, technology, science, culture and transportations. Students will connect what they have learned from class; furthermore, they will experience and discover culture more than their own.
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History: Students will visit a series of historic sites, including the Great Wall, the Terracotta Warriors and the Forbidden City to better know Chinese thousand years of history. Among the important themes that characterize Chinese history are the pattern of dynastic rise and fall, varying degrees of openness to outside cultural influences, and the dynamics of stability and social harmony. All of these themes still bear on China’s stance and position in the world today. Being aware of China's history and traditional culture will enable students to better understand events presently unfolding in the country.
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Culture and Traditions: Through the whole trip, students have opportunities to live with host families, communicate with Chinese people, taste the traditional food, attend classes at local schools, and join one of the biggest National Festival- National Day in China. They will also visit the Shaolin temple which is the place and origin of Zen Buddhism and the home of Chinese martial arts, known as Shaolin Kungfu. They will have a much close contact with Chinese language, food, festivals, clothes, martial arts and different life styles of different cities in China. 
Architecture: Students will visit the Summer Palace which is the largest and best preserved imperial garden in existence in China, Yu Garden which is an ancient city and [image: image8.jpg]


where Shanghai originated, and Zhujiajiao water town to experience the classical style architectural structures in China. In addition, during the trip of Shanghai, students will reach the Oriental Pearl TV Tower for a bird-eye view of Shanghai to see the most modern buildings in China. 
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Education: During the trip of Beijing, students will live with host families, attend classes at local elementary, middle, and high schools every day and spend time with Chinese students. Also, they will visit Beijing University, one of the most famous Universities in China. It is a good chance for our students to further immerse themselves with Chinese language and feel different educational settings. They will take various classes, such as Chinese language, math, history, art, music, drama and science, to take a deep look at Chinese education system and compare similarities and differences between American education and Chinese education. 
Geography: Students will travel around different cities (Beijing, Luoyang, Xi’an and Shanghai) which locate in different parts of China. Each city has its own geographical features. Students will learn more about how these different geographical characteristics have brought the impact to the cities’ climate and historical development. 
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Technology: The China International Radio Station is the broadcast operations and the headquarters for the world broadcasters. Students have been invited to visit it and they will see a different side of China, learning more about the development of Mass media in China. They will learn how the broadcasting industry works in China.  More, students will take the high speed train, flight, bus, and light rails for cities’ transportation. They will have experience in take transportations in China and to know the most populist transportation system in China and how the function is. They also will discover how fast the technology develops in China. 
Trip Plan:

-- Beijing（北京） -- 
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1. China International Broadcasting Visit 
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On first day of China:

1) .Change the time zone to Beijing time.

2). Currency exchange: Know the currency exchange rate from US dollar to RMB 
Site Description: The China International Radio Station is the heart of the Olympic broadcast operations and the headquarters for the world broadcasters. 
Learning Goals: Learn more about how the broadcasting industry works and the development of Mass Media in China.
Site Activities:  
1).Visit the studios in CIBS
2).Watch how to record and broadcast the program  
3).Interview working staff
4).Experience the program recording
Evaluations/Reflections:
1). How are your feelings about the broadcasting works in International Broadcasting Center?
2). Can you talk about what are the most things that impressed you in International Broadcasting Center?
2. Full School Days in Beijing
Site Description: Local elementary, middle, and high schools in Beijing
                             Beijing Xingcheng elementary school (北京星城小学)
                             Yanhua Middle School attached to Beijing Normal University

                             (北京师范大学燕化附属中学) http://www.bsdyhfz.cn/homepage/more.jsp
Learning Goals: 
1). Further immerse students with Chinese language;
2). Involve daily class activities with Chinese students;

3). Understand Chinese educational settings;

4). Compare the similarities and differences between American class and Chinese class
Site Activities: 
1). Attend daily classes, learning from different subjects, including Chinese, math, history, 
      science, art, music, drama, and PE.
2). Participate in the class activities

3). Living with the hosting family
3). Make Chinese friends
Evaluations/ Reflections:
1).What is the daily schedule in the Chinese school?

2).What is your favorite class? Why?

3).What is the difference between Chinese teachers and American teachers?

4).What class activities did you take? Which one is the best?
5). Can you write down the list of similarities and differences between the Chinese schools and American schools? 
6). Shall and tell about the Chinese family and Chinese child.

3. Historical Sites Visit  
Site Description:
The Great Wall (长城): is a series of stone and earthen fortifications in northern China, built originally to protect the northern borders of the Chinese Empire against intrusions by various nomadic groups. Several walls have been built since the 5th century BC that are referred to collectively as the Great Wall, which has been rebuilt and maintained from the 5th century BC through the 16th century. One of the most famous is the wall built between 220–206 BC by the first Emperor of China, Qin Shi Huang. Little of that wall remains; the majority of the existing wall was built during the Ming Dynasty. It is one of the fabled Seven Wonders of the World.
Ming Dynasty Tombs（十三陵）: in which 13 dynasty emperors were buried in this carefully chosen area enclosed by the mountains in a pristine, quiet valley full of dark earth, tranquil water and other Feng Shui necessities. 
The Forbidden City（紫禁城）:  was the Chinese imperial palace from the Ming Dynasty to the end of the Qing Dynasty. It is located in the middle of Beijing, China, and now houses the Palace Museum. For almost 500 years, it served as the home of emperors and their households, as well as the ceremonial and political center of Chinese government. The palace complex exemplifies traditional Chinese palatial architecture, and has influenced cultural and architectural developments in East Asia and elsewhere. The Forbidden City was declared a World Heritage Site in 1987, and is listed by UNESCO as the largest collection of preserved ancient wooden structures in the world.
The Summer Palace（颐和园）: is mainly dominated by Longevity Hill (60 meters high) and the Kunming Lake. It covers an expanse of 2.9 square kilometers, three quarters of which is water. It is the largest and best preserved imperial garden in existence in China. In December 1998, UNESCO included the Summer Palace on its World Heritage List. It declared the Summer Palace "a masterpiece of Chinese landscape garden design. The natural landscape of hills and open water is combined with artificial features such as pavilions, halls, palaces, temples and bridges to form a harmonious ensemble of outstanding aesthetic value." It is a popular tourist destination but also serves as a recreational park.

Learning Goals:
1). Learn more about Chinese history, especially the period of Ming and Qing Dynasty 
2). Learn about Chinese classic style architectural structures. 
Site Activities:

1). Visit

2). Take photos for further studying

3). Draw the pictures 
Evaluations/Reflections:

1). Can you talk about the stories behind those historical sites? (Pick one of those four historical sites)

2). What have you learned about Chinese history?

3). Do you like the classic style architectural structures in China? Why?
4). When you were walking around the historical sites, how was your feeling?
5). How can we protect and preserve these historical sites?

-- LuoYang（洛阳） -- 
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1.  Shaolin Temple Exploration
Site Description: The Shaolin Temple（少林寺） is the place and origin of Zen Buddhism and the home of Chinese martial arts, known as Shaolin Kungfu. The Shaolin Temple and its famed Pagoda Forest were inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2010 as part of the "Historic Monuments of Dengfeng." 
Learning Goals:
1). Learn about the history of Shaolin Temple 

2).Understand the origin and culture of Zen Buddhism 

3). Study martial arts--Shaolin Kungfu
Site Activities:
1). Visit Shaolin Temple
2). Watch a Kungfu show

3). Visit the Kungfu School

Evaluations/Reflections:
1). Do you like Shaolin Kungfu? Why?

2). Do you think whether it is hard for learning Shaolin Kungfu? Why?

 2. Longmen Cave Grottoes Visit
Site Description: Longmen Cave Grottoes (龙门石窟) located in the south of the city the Grottos are regarded as one of the most famous stone inscriptions in all of China. They are also one of the finest examples of Chinese Buddhist art. Housing tens of thousands of statues of Buddha and his disciples, they are located 12 kilometers (7.5 mi) south of present day Luòyáng in Hénán province, Peoples Republic of China. The images, many once painted, were carved into caves excavated from the limestone cliffs of the Xiangshan and Longmenshan mountains, running east and west. In 2000 the site was inscribed upon the UNESCO World Heritage List as “an outstanding manifestation of human artistic creativity,” for its perfection of an art form, and for its encapsulation of the cultural sophistication of Tang China.

Learning Goals: 
1). Understand the history and architectural structures of Longmen Cave
2). Learn the culture and art of Buddhism
3). Study the geology and geography of Longmen Cave
Site Activities:
1). Look around the structures and panorama of Longmen Cave

2). Take photos for further geology and geography study
Evaluations/Reflections:
1). How is your feeling toward the panorama of Longmen Cave?

2). What do you think about Chinese ancient art and crafts?
--Xi’an（西安）-- 
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1. The Terracotta Warriors Discover 

Site Description: The Terracotta Warriors (兵马俑) is a collection of terracotta sculptures depicting the armies of Qin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of China. It is a form of funerary art buried with the emperor in 210-209 BC and whose purpose was to help guard his empire in his afterlife. The figures vary in height, according to their roles, with the tallest being the generals. The figures include warriors, chariots and horses. Current estimates are that in the three pits containing the Terracotta Army there were over 8,000 soldiers, 130 chariots with 520 horses and 150 cavalry horses, the majority of which are still buried in the pits.[1] Other terracotta non-military figures were also found in other pits and they include officials, acrobats, strongmen and musicians.
Learning Goals:
1) Learn the history of Qin Shi Huang and Qin Dynasty
2) Study the constructions of terracotta warrior figures

3) Take a look at the clothes styles of ancient Chinese people
Activities: 

1). Listen to the guided tour introduction
2). Draw pictures of different warriors’ figures and clothes.

Evaluations/Reflections:

1). Who is Qin Shi Huang? What kind of person he was?
2). How is your feeling about the Terracotta Warriors? 
3). How many kinds of modeling Terracotta Warriors do they have?
4). Why did Qin Shi Huang build the Terracotta Warriors?

2. Religion Culture Experience
Site Description:
Wild Goose Pagoda (大雁塔): is a Buddhist pagoda located in southern Xi'an, Shaanxi province, China. It was built in 652 during the Tang Dynasty and originally had five stories, although the structure was rebuilt in 704 during the reign of Empress Wu Zetian and its exterior brick facade was renovated during the Ming Dynasty. One of the pagoda's many functions was to hold sutras and figurines of the Buddha that were brought to China from India by the Buddhist translator and traveler Xuanzang.
Grand Mosque (大清真寺): is one of China’s oldest mosques, which was built during the Tang Dynasty.

Learning Goals:

1). Learn the history and development of Chinese religions. 
2). Experience of China’s religious and cultural beliefs. 

3). Learn the Chinese religious architectures. 

Site Activities:
Walk around the Wild Goose Pagoda and Grand Mosque
Evaluations/Reflections:
Is Buddhism very mysterious to you?

--Shanghai (上海)-- [image: image3.jpg]



1. Modern life look
Site Description:
Yu Garden (豫园): the Ancient city and where Shanghai originated.  

Nanjing Road (南京路): is Shanghai’s most famous pedestrian shopping area. Here you can find a magnificent view of Shanghai’s skyline and also old trading houses from the British, France, Germany, and the U.S.
Oriental Pearl TV Tower (东方明珠): was designed by the Shanghai Modern Architectural Design Co. Ltd. Principal designers are Jiang Huan Chen, Lin Benlin and Zhang Xiulin. Construction began in 1990 and the tower was completed in 1994. At 468 m (1,535 feet) high, it was the tallest structure in China from 1994–2007, when it was surpassed by the Shanghai World Financial Center. The Oriental Pearl Tower belongs to the World Federation of Great Towers. 

Learning Goals:

1). Learn the development history of Shanghai

2). Learn the modern architectures in China

3). Learn the economic, modern life, including clothes, food, language, technology, etc. 
     in China. 

4). How do you spend your money.
Site Activities:
1). Visit Yu Garden

2). Walk around the Nanjing Road, observing the modern Chinese architectures

3). Visit the Oriental Pearl TV Tower for a birds-eye view of Shanghai
4). Taste the local food 

5). Communicate with local people to learn their modern life 
6). Shopping 

Evaluations/Reflections:
1). What languages do people speak in Shanghai?
2). Compare the classic style and modern style of Chinese architectures.

3). Do you like Nanjing Road? Which city in America do you think is the most similar as 
     Shanghai?

4). What is your favorite food in Shanghai?
5). Can you give a brief description of modern life among Chinese people?

2.  Water town Visit 
Site Description: Zhujiajiao (朱家角) is a traditional ancient water town with more than 1,700 years of history. The town has a vast water system of canals and bridges built the Ming and Qing dynasties. The village prospered through clothing and rice businesses. Till today, old historical buildings such as rice shops, banks, spice stores and even a Qing dynasty post office can still be found.
Learning Goals:

1). Explore the classic style architectures in Zhujiajiao

2). Experience a different kind of Chinese people’s life
3). Learn more about Chinese traditions

Site Activities:

1). Walk around the water town
2). Talk with local people, taste local food, and explore traditional stuff.

3). Draw the old buildings

Evaluations/Reflections:
Please talk about the people’s life in Zhujiajiao. Is there any difference between life in Shanghai and life in Zhujiajiao?
